Read Aloud
Book:
Tuck Everlasting
Author:
Natalie Babbitt


Babbitt was born in Ohio on July 28, 1932.  She is an accomplished author and illustrator.  She grew up during the depression, but her parents took every opportunity to encourage her talent for art.  Babbitt's first book was written with her husband.  She has three sons and teaches writing and illustration to college students.

Ages:
10 and up

Summary:

The Tuck family lives forever because of enchanted spring water.  The story points out the downside of immortality.  A young girl must decide whether to join the family or live a natural life and chooses the latter.

Classroom Notes:

The Tuck family contains a pair of siblings with a unique relationship -- they are eternally the same age.  Miles is 22 years old and Jesse is 17.  The brothers get along well, though they often choose to be separate.  Children could discuss how people and relationships each mature and weigh the effects of such immortality.

Vocabulary:

Batting

Bridle

Brimming Bovine


Constable

Gallows

Gentility

Ghastly


Hysterical

Jaunty

Knobby

Marionette


Melancholy

Primly

Remorse

Venture













