American History
Activity:
Leading Siblings

TEKS:
The student is expected to:

8.11(B)
distinguish between inherited traits and other characteristics that result from interactions with the environment; and

8.11(C)
make predictions about possible outcomes of various genetic combinations of inherited characteristics.
Summary/Instructions:

This activity will call for students to identify environmental and hereditary similarities between siblings and describe the difference between the two.

The lesson presentation should discuss shared traits and their sources.  Students should be able to identify and define inherited traits and give examples.  For a focus, the teacher might present photos of celebrities as well as photos of those celebrities' siblings and ask the class to match the siblings.  An alternative focus might read a selection from Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing highlighting the difference between two brothers raised in the same household.  The class could discuss the wide range of personalities we see in people who are nonetheless related.

Students should be able to define at least the following vocabulary terms:


Heredity


Genetic


DNA

Once students understand inherited and environmental similarities, have students select a sibling pair from the photos and biographies provided.  Students should be able to list inherited and environmental similarities for their selected sibling pair.

See also:  Social Studies lesson on leading siblings.













