Read Aloud
Book:
The Giver
Author:
Lois Lowry


Lowry was born in Hawaii on March 20, 1937.  Her father was in the Army, and her family moved around the globe.  Lowery attended Brown University for two years before marrying and raising four children.  Lowry returned to school at the University of Southern Maine and received her degree.  Lowry is divorced and living in New Hampshire.

Ages:
11 and up

Summary:

The Giver is a story of a utopian society where jobs, spouses, and family members are assigned.  Twelve-year-old Jonas is assigned as the community's new keeper of memory - the most important job in the community.  He and his mentor develop and implement a plan to rescue the community from the weaknesses of their society.  Newberry Medal winner.

Classroom Notes:

The Giver lends itself to discussions of several topics including the advantages/disadvantages of memory, artificial creation of society or families, euthanasia, individual development, and other issues.  In this unit, the book is chosen to begin a longer discourse about siblings.  Jonas's community assigns family members, and their relationships are different than what we are used to.  Teachers may choose to discuss the nature of family/siblings, what affects the relationships between brothers and sisters, and whether there is a "perfect" number of siblings.

Vocabulary:

adherence

aptitude

augmented

crescendo

disposition

exhilarating

exquisite

frazzled

haphazard

imperceptibly

imploringly

incision

infraction

integrity

lethargy

luminous

methodically

meticulous

nurture

obsolete

petulant

rueful

scrupulously

tantalizing

tentative

transgression

wheedle

wield













