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Cleary, Beverly.  Beezus and Ramona.

New York: Avon Books, 1955

159 pages

Ramona is a creative and energetic little sister.  Her sister Beatrice is constantly challenged to put up with her sister who doesn't always fit the mold.  The book is episodic and follows several interesting run-ins.

Ages: 9-12

Issues: Gender Roles, sibling

O'Dell, Scott.  Island of the Blue Dolphins.
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New York: Random House, 1960
184 pages

An Indian girl is left alone on an island when her tribe sails to a new home.  The story covers several years of Karana's life on the island with only animals and a very rare visitor for company.  There is small interaction between Karana and various family members before she is eventually left alone for the majority of the book.

Ages: 10+

Issues: Siblings, Culture, Gender Roles

Gilbreth, Frank, Jr. and Ernestine.  Cheaper by the Dozen.

New York: Bantam, 1948

180 pages
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This is a collection of humorous true anecdotes from the Gilbreth family.  Mr. and Mrs. Gilbreth run an engineering firm studying motion efficiency as well as a household of 12 children.  Very readable, chapters are several stories that can be easily divided.  Contains 1940s vocabulary and some young adult language.  Good read aloud in excerpts.

Ages: 11+

Issues: Family Constellations, Siblings

Paterson, Katherine.  Jacob Have I Loved.
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New York: Harper Collins, 1980
244 pages
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Sara Bradshaw has lived her life in the shadow of her talented and adored twin sister.  The book follows Sara as she deals with WWII, puberty, and a family situation that includes an increasingly senile grandmother.  The story includes strong bitterness toward the sister and is quite depressing in many aspects.  The book is written in 1940s language with hefty Biblical allusion.

Ages: 12+

Issues: Siblings, War & Peace, Aging

MacLachan, Patricia.  Journey.
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New York: Doubleday, 1991

83 pages

Journey and his sister Cat are raised by their grandparents following their father's death and their mother's abandonment.  Journey learns to accept his mother's actions and his grandfather works to provide Journey with a family to replace the one he has lost.

Ages: 10+

Issues: Aging, Family Constellation

Blume, Judy.  Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.
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New York: Doubleday, 1972

120 pages

Nine-year-old Peter Hatcher has an active, unruly younger brother nicknamed Fudge (the family features in other Blume novels such as Superfudge and Fudge-a-mania).  The book documents several episodes between the polite, well-behaved older brother and the uncontrollable younger.  Very cute.  Contains nice illustrations by Roy Doty.

Ages: 9-12

Issues: Siblings
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Babbitt, Natalie.  Tuck Everlasting.

New York: F, S and Giroux, 1975
139 pages

The Tuck family lives forever because of enchanted spring water.  The story points out the downside of immortality.  A young girl must decide whether to join the family or live a natural life and chooses the latter.

Ages: 11+

Issues: Death

MacLachan, Patricia.  Sarah, Plain and Tall.
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New York: Harper, 1984


58 pages

A family on the plains has not been the same since mother dies.  Sarah answers an ad for a prospective wife.  Though the family misses mom and Sarah misses her home, they grow together into a family.

Ages: 7+

Issues: Death, Family, Gender Roles

Byars, Betsy.  Summer of the Swans.

New York: Puffin, 1970


129 pages

Sara's brother Charlie is limited by a previous illness and resulting brain damage.  Charlie wanders off one night to visit the swans at the lake but becomes lost.  Byars does an excellent job of portraying events from Charlie's point of view

Ages: 9+

Issues: Family, Special Needs


Hamilton, Virginia.  M.C. Higgins, The Great.

New York: Simon & Schuster, 1974
278 pages

MC and his family live in the Virginia mountains on land that had belonged to the family for generations.  Strip mining has left waste that threatens their home.  MC wants to leave their valley behind, but his father cannot.

Ages: 12+

Issues: Heritage, Siblings

L'Engle, Madeline.  A Wrinkle in Time.

New York: Dell, 1962


198 pages


Meg & Charles Murry are whisked through space and time to help their scientist father.  Allegorical book deals with resisting evil and the virtue of freedom and the nature of free will.  The Murry family is considered eccentric or stupid, but are all brilliant.

Ages: 12+

Issues: Aging, Special Needs
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